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District Leaders’ Report 

Curtis Arluck  
 

IMAGES 
Of George Floyd 
In my long political life, and even (not that much!) 
longer actual life, I don’t think I’ve ever been as 
affected by an individual image as I was by the one 
of George Floyd as his life was snuffed out by the 
murderer Derek Chuavin and his henchmen. Of 
course societal implications affected this extreme 
perception: far too many black men have met 
similar fates, and many individuals have met 
terrible deaths that few people outside their families 
ever hear about. Even as we as a people consider 
how to react to this horrific act, I want to say to 
George Floyd the man: You didn’t deserve this. We 
will never forget you. 
 
Of Donald Trump  
Every day brings another horror from the worst 
President, and one of the worst human beings, in 
American history. Consider yesterday: Needing to 
show “strength” after he was ridiculed for hiding in a 
White House bunker as the protests raged outside, 
he ordered the peaceful, lawful protestors to be tear 
gassed, so he and his fellow white guys could hold 
a Bible that he never reads in front of a church he 
never attends, displacing the ministers of God who 
live there, who also got gassed. He then bleated 
about how strong he is and how weak everybody 
else is.  
 
Of Joe Biden 
I, too, sometimes doubted his acuity, though never 
his empathy and decency. But to a nation in need 
of healing and humanity, how beautifully he spoke 
today! “A country is crying out for leadership. 
Leadership that can unite us, leadership that brings 
us together, leadership that can recognize pain and 
deep grief of communities that have had a knee on 
their neck for a long time…I promise you this. I 
won’t traffic in fear and division. I won’t fan the 
flames of hate. I will seek to heal the racial wounds 
that have long plagued this country—not use them 
for political gain.” 
Thank you, Joe. 
 

Of the Looters 
The images of these vandals leeching onto 
peaceful and passionate protestors to pursue their 
own agendas of nihilism and pocket-lining were 
deeply disturbing. I bristle at the analogies of 
privileged pundits that people like Jeff Bezos are 
the “bigger looters”, that the looters’ destructive 
actions can be justified by what society has done to 
them. But I also recognize that this is a crime of 
opportunity. Almost none of the people who so 
wantonly trashed our city last night were doing 
anything of the sort last week. If we meet the 
problem of looting intelligently, it will, at least for 
now, (mostly) go away as quickly as it emerged. 
This does mean temporary nighttime curfews, so 
the protestors will be off the streets and the vandals 
can’t hide behind them. It does mean arresting and 
imprisoning the looters, so the word gets back that 
you can’t attack people’s property and livelihood 
and not suffer the consequences. Most of all, it 
means recognition by police departments that their 
job is to stop people who are seriously breaching 
the peace, not protesting against their behavior or 
(allegedly) passing fake $20 bills. If the police can’t 
perform this job, they should be replaced by others 
who can. 
 
Voting For June 23, Again 
 
The ballot is now set. Something like seven 
Presidential candidates, and their delegate slates, 
remain on it. This ballot will be on a separate sheet 
of paper, which will resemble in size the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. In our area, there will be another ballot, 
with either Congress Member Nadler or Espaillat 
and their two opponents, and in some districts (all 
within the Nadler district), State Senator Jackson 
and his one opponent. Please vote for any of these 
outstanding elected officials who appear on your 
ballot. 
 
And please vote by absentee ballot! It’s easier, and 
safer. By now, most of you should have gotten your 
absentee ballot application, and hopefully sent it in. 
(Must be mailed by June 16.) If you still need an 
application, there are myriad places to download it, 
or we can get you one. 
 



If you must vote in person, consider doing so during 
one of the Early Voting days, which run June 13 – 
June 21. Things will be more spread out then. 
There has been a big site change here. Instead of 
last year’s early voting site, West Side High, most 
people in our area will Early Vote at Wien Hall, 411 
West 116th St., between Amsterdam Ave. and 
Morningside Dr. The only area voters who will still 
vote at West Side High, 140 West 102nd St., will be 
voters whose regular poll site is Charles Hill Tower, 
Towers on the Park, or Red Oak.  
 
For regular voting on June 23—again, please don’t 
do this, unless you’ve forgotten to vote 
beforehand—things are still up in the air. We know 
that the Red Oak poll site will not be open, due to 
Covid fears in that mostly senior facility. We don’t 
yet know where the Red Oak voters will be 
reassigned. Probably to PS 165, 234 West 109th 
St., but check with me first. We think the other 
regular poll sites will open, but we’re not sure. 
Please, get those mail ballots in! 
 

 
 

District Leaders’ Report 

Paula Diamond Román (& Luis Román) 

Here’s an example of how white privilege 
sounds. You keep saying ‘It’s horrible that an 
innocent black man was killed, but destroying 
property has to stop.’ 
 
Try saying ‘It’s horrible that property is being 
destroyed, but killing innocent black men has 
to stop.’ You’re prioritizing the wrong part. 

 
Paula: My sister shared this on Facebook. I read it 
three times, disagreeing with it at least two times 
before I just gave in to the truth it revealed. Every 
defense I made to myself sounded like white 
fragility; every comment I make about this issue still 
sounds like white privilege, even to my ears. 
 
Over twenty-five years ago, I joined my life with a 
man of color and a family of color. Since then, I’ve 
discussed this with white friends, several of them 
fellow Broadway Democrats, who also “married 
into” families of color. We all agreed that we noticed 
things differently than we did before the relationship 
but, also, differently than our new family members. 
 
One of the first and greatest differences we noticed 
were all the everyday slights visited on those we 
loved. We were up-close-and-personal to the 

slights in a way we hadn’t been before. I wanted to 
react to every single one, while my husband and 
his siblings didn’t seem to even notice most of 
them. This confused me until I realized that they 
walked around with self-imposed blinders because 
if they were forced to process every one of those 
everyday slights, they wouldn’t be able to function. 
 
On May 25th, George Floyd was handcuffed, put 
face down, and knelt on by Minneapolis Police 
Officer Chauvin who kept his knee on George 
Floyd’s neck for 8 minutes and 46 seconds, until he 
killed George Floyd. Police Officers Thao, Kueng, 
and Lane assisted in the arrest and the killing. 
Several bystanders recorded this on their phones, 
including one who recorded George Floyd saying 
he couldn’t breathe before he was knelt on, asking 
for his mother, and begging them not to kill him, 
until he became unable to speak. As we’ve all seen 
over the last week, everyone’s blinders have been 
torn off. 
 
Luis: It takes a singular event to inspire protests across 

the entire nation. For a week, we’ve watched as 

Americans of every age and ethnicity have taken to the 

streets of cities across the nation to protest the 

inhumanity of this crime, and to demand justice. Those 

protests have been overwhelmingly non-violent. 

Unfortunately, some disparate elements have used these 

protests as an excuse to sow chaos by vandalizing and 

destroying property, including many small businesses 

that had already suffered immeasurably due to the 

pandemic. 

 

However, part of me understands the violence. For the 

past seven days, I have struggled with my feelings about 

the murder of George Floyd. What I mainly feel is rage. 

I don’t believe it’s possible to watch the recording of 

Mr. Floyd having the breath literally squeezed out of his 

body, begging for his life, and crying out for his mother, 

and not feel some level of rage. Sadly, this is a feeling 

with which, as a person of color, I am all too familiar 

Again and again, I have listened to stories of African-

American men and women who’ve lost their lives 

through the actions of police officers, people who took 

an oath to serve and protect the citizens of their 

communities. Over and over, I have listened to the 

anguished cries of mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 

husbands, wives, and other family members, wondering 

how their loved ones could have lost their lives when 

they were doing nothing that required the use of any 

force by police, much less deadly force. 

 

I was raised in the Grant Houses community, by two 

parents whose greatest concern was the safety and 

education of their children. We were raised to always be 



respectful of people in positions of authority, particularly 

teachers and police officers. I’ve had only one personal 

encounter with a police officer in my life. 

 

One afternoon, in the year after college, I was hanging 

out alone in Riverside Park and noticed a uniformed 

NYPD officer approach me, standing about ten feet 

away. I heard him speak in his radio, requesting a 

description of a suspect, and I realized that, depending 

on the response that came back, I could find myself in 

the custody of this police officer. I knew I had done 

nothing wrong, but I stayed where I was, very aware of 

the officer’s presence. After a minute or two, the 

response came, and he realized that I didn’t match the 

description of the person being sought. Without a word 

to me, the officer walked away. 

 

I was fortunate that the officer followed the training he 

received. I’d like to believe that most police officers are 

like the one I encountered that day. Over and over, 

though, we have seen examples of officers who, for 

whatever reason, have either not been properly trained or 

who’ve departed from the training they received and 

have caused the death of many, many African-American 

men and women. 

 

As I watched the protests over George Floyd’s death 

over the past week, I have felt a rising sense of despair. 

For all the men and women who have died at the hands 

of police officers, we have yet to find a solution to this 

plague of violence. Far too often, officers go unpunished 

for their actions because prosecutors are too concerned 

with their relationship to police forces to hold an officer 

who has dishonored their badge accountable. There have 

been attempts at training officers to be more sensitive to 

communities of color, but these efforts at training have 

clearly not been enough. 

 

Today, it seems as though the unconscionable attitudes 

of the current President of the United States have 

somehow emboldened some police officers, who have 

arrested and assaulted journalists who have been 

reporting on the protests. Yesterday, I was horrified to 

witness peaceful protesters being assaulted with tear gas 

and flash-bang grenades, all so the President could walk 

from the White House to stand in front of a church for a 

photo op. 

 

Paula: I live every day with the knowledge that, 
simply because of the color of my husband’s skin, a 
random encounter with a police officer could have 
devastating consequences for me and my family. 
Every time my husband leaves the house at night, 
even just to walk the dog, I try to ensure that he has 
his phone and his ID. That was a new experience 
for me, when we first became a couple, but not for 

people of color, especially for most parents of color. 
Every person of color in this country grows up with 
that knowledge and lives with it every day. For 
sanity’s sake, they try to keep it the back of their 
minds, not in the forefront but, then, another African 
American man is killed by the police and the 
blinders are brutally ripped off. 
 

Together, we recognize that we have lost our way 
as a nation. We must demand our leaders address 
this problem. The rage we all feel at the death of 
George Floyd will be pointless unless we all work 
together to seek justice and ensure this cycle of 
violence ends. 
 

 
 

President’s Corner 

Amy Porter 
 
I write to you now during the most serious, colliding 
crises in our city, state and country in our lifetime, 
under the most divisive administration in our 
lifetime.  Our country, state and city are reeling 
after the murder of George Floyd.  We have a right 
to protest and a need to peaceably express our 
outrage.  At the same time, we need our 
communities protected from outside, violent 
agitators.  Meanwhile, our need to physically come 
together is complicated by our preparing to reopen 
our city and country during a worldwide pandemic. 
 
Some of us will join in the demonstrations.  Please 
be safe, wear your masks and bring your hand 
sanitizers. We are holding our collective breaths to 
learn the consequences of our massive gatherings 
on our Covid-19 infection rate. And beyond 
protesting, what are we to do?  What are we to do, 
as we struggle with how much we will physically 
engage and how much we will keep social 
distance? 
 
For we are now experiencing a direct and powerful 
collective understanding of our need for racial and 
economic justice and radical change in our 
healthcare system, criminal justice system, and 
government.  How do we heal the divisions 
between us and unite to make the changes we 
seek?  What are some ways to do this?   
 
Here are some ways:  by voting and supporting the 
candidates who will make the changes we seek.  
By supporting and working for Joe Biden for 
President, by supporting and voting to keep leaders 
like Jerry Nadler in office, by helping the Max Rose 



campaign in Staten Island and the campaigns in 
this state and throughout this country, where 
Democratic candidates are running for office and 
need your help to win.   
 
Now let me tell you what Broadway Democrats has 
been and is doing.  
 
We held a very full Zoom forum last month and 
were delighted that so many of our great 
representatives, Congressman Jerry Nadler, 
Congressman Adriano Espaillat, Council Member 
Mark Levine and Assembly Member Danny 
O’Donnell were able to join us.  Addie Zinsner from 
the Joe Biden campaign also spoke with us.  At this 
same forum, Hope Singsen from Swing Left and 
Mary Peppito and Meika Mustrangi from our Go 
Blue Committee presented a great slideshow, 
which they sent out later to you. In addition to 
thanking our many great speakers at our last forum, 
I am grateful to my co-organizers of this forum, 
Curtis Arluck and Richard Siegel. And thanks to 
Kevin Wei, John George, Mav Block, and Paul 
Shneyer for their assistance.  
 
Since this forum, Mary, Meika, and Mav have 
organized and are holding weekly Go Blue Zoom 
letter writing and calling parties, which many 
members have enjoyed and which you will learn 
more about in this newsletter.  Last Saturday, 
Broadway Dems co-hosted with Addie Zinsner a 
virtual phonebank for Joe Biden for President and 
had a terrific turnout.  
 
Connecting with each other in person or by Zoom 
has been good for us. Our Go Blue Committee had 
a lot of fun one beautiful day when they went to 
Staten Island to help with the Max Rose campaign, 
all while keeping social distance. I hope to join 
them next time. Meanwhile, during one of our 
virtual phonebanks, we found it meaningful to talk 
with others who care about what is going on in our 
country with Addie Zinsner, other callers and Joe 
Biden supporters. 
 
There are of course many other ways to connect 
and work together to make the changes we are 
seeking. We will send you a questionnaire about 
your ideas. See Heather Ducharme’s article about 
our survey. We look forward to hearing from you 
and to seeing and speaking with you at our 
textbanking event for Jerry Nadler’s campaign on 
Wednesday night, our many Go Blue Committee 
activities and our upcoming June Zoom Forum. 
 

Finally, be sure to check out our new, improved and 
evolving website, www.broadwaydemocrats.org 
where John George added a new way for you to 
contact us and where Dan Zweig recently added an 
easy link for you to join Broadway Democrats or 
renew your membership.   
 
So please come join us. Let this moment of 
massive crises and tragedy motivate us to work 
together, organize and vote for a better future for 
our city.  Let us come together to reclaim and 
rebuild what will heal and unite our United States of 
America. 

 
 

 

From the Steering Committee 

Mav Block 
 

Go Blue 2020: Scaling Up for the Fight of a 
Lifetime 
 
To say the Go Blue committee has been active as 
of late would be an understatement.  In the last 
week alone, we hosted multiple phone banks, on 
behalf of candidates in New York and beyond and 
in support of organizations such as Reclaim Our 
Vote, fanned out across Staten Island to deliver 
lawn signs on behalf of Max Rose’s campaign, and 
maintained our regular GOTV letter-written and 
postcard-writing activities.  Going forward, there will 
be even more opportunities to get involved with our 
2020 effort. 
 
The next seven days: tomorrow (6/3) from 
11:30am-1:30pm we will phonebank on behalf of 
Reclaim Our Vote.  Thursday (6/4) at 6pm we will 
call into Kentucky for the special election in Senate 
District 26.  Saturday (6/6) we hope to return to 
Staten Island to assist Max Rose’s campaign, 
though details are TBD.  On Sunday (6/7), we will 
hold a Vote Forward letter-writing party from 12-
2pm.  Next Monday (6/8), we will phonebank on 
behalf of Max Rose from 4-5pm.  Lastly, next 
Tuesday (6/9), we will phonebank on behalf of our 
own Adriano Espaillat at 4pm. 
 
Generally speaking, no event lasts longer than two 
hours, and each typically begins with an 
explanation of what we will be doing and 
instructions.  For phonebanks, we typically reserve 
some time at the beginning and end to talk and 
socialize, while we aim for our letter-writings and 
post-card writings to have the atmosphere of a 
social gathering.  If you are interested in joining us, 
please email us (Mary, Meika, and Mav) at 
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broadwaydemsgoblue@gmail.com and specify 
which activities you are interested in!  We would 
love to have you join us. 
 
Additionally, at its last meeting, the Steering 
Committee reaffirmed its commitment to and 
support for the Go Blue committee.  As we are 
aware there are many Go Blue participants – and 
many who may be interested in participating – who 
are not members of the Broadway Democrats, the 
Steering Committee resolved to waive first-year 
dues for any non-members who wish to join the 
Club and participate in four (or more) Go Blue 
activities during the 2020 cycle.  This is effective 
retroactively as of February 23, 2020 – so if you 
have joined us and are a non-member, your 
participation since then counts. 
 
We are also elated to announce that the Steering 
Committee approved $3500 in funding for Go 
Blue’s non-partisan mail-ballot and GOTV 
activities.  As a result, no one who participates in 
these activities (e.g., our letter-writing and 
postcard-writing events) will be required to pay for 
their materials.  Instead, their cost will be covered 
for the Club.  Moving forward, materials will be 
available at two or more pick-up locations in the 
area, and those who are unable to pick-up 
materials will be able to submit receipts for 
reimbursement.  We cannot thank the Broadway 
Democrats and the Steering Committee enough for 
this support. 
 
Finally, to reiterate, if you are interested in joining 
us, please email 
broadwaydemsgoblue@gmail.com, and keep an 
eye on the Broadway Democrats website, which 
soon will have a full calendar of our activities, which 
will be posted up to a month in advance. 
  
 Connect with fellow Democrats on Go Blue 
2020’s Facebook group 
Find support, camaraderie, and answers to 
questions! 
www.facebook.com/groups/1906655419569727/ 
  

 
 

From the Steering Committee 

Heather Ducharme 
 

The Broadway Democrats Feedback Survey 

The Broadway Democrats would like your 
feedback! We have created an anonymous survey 
to gather information on your experience with the 

club. The survey will include questions regarding 
meeting times and topics for the monthly forums, 
the content of the listserv, involvement in various 
club activities as well as a check-in on how you are 
doing during this difficult time. We will be sending 
out the survey through the listserv on June 3, 2020, 
so make sure to keep an eye out for it. We 
appreciate your insight and hope to see you at our 
next meeting.  

 
 

 

Democratic State 

Committeeman Report 

Daniel Marks Cohen 

Greetings all. First order of business, thank you. I 
am grateful to have been the beneficiary of the 
club’s petitioning efforts getting me on the ballot for 
another term as State Committeeman, this will be 
my fifth term and my tenth year in the position – 
and since I have no opponent, I will begin my 6th 
term after the June primary. Thank you once again.  

The NY Democratic State Committee has not met 
since last October. We are due for another 
meeting, shortly after the primary, but with COVID 
likely preventing us from meeting in person, it will 
likely be on Zoom, if at all. I had raised the concern 
previously that the State Committee elects a dozen 
members to the DNC, with Jay Jacobs serving on 
the DNC ex-officio, by the virtue of the fact that he 
is chair of the NYSDC, that leaves a remaining 11 
positions, and they are (alphabetically): Stuart 
Appelbaum, Vivian Cook, Jennifer Cunningham, 
Maria Cuomo Cole, Hazel Dukes, Emily Giske, Carl 
Heastie, Christine Quinn, Michael Reich, Gerard 
Sweeney, Robert Zimmerman.  

A few of these people make sense: Appelbaum is 
the head of RWDSU and a significant labor leader. 
Cook is an Assemblywoman from Queens. Hazel 
Dukes is a Civil Rights activist, and past national 
president of the NAACP. Heastie is the Assembly 
Speaker. But the remaining seven are more 
questionable, including Cole who is Governor 
Cuomo’s sister, Cunningham is a political strategist, 
Giske is a lobbyist, Quinn is former City Council 
Speaker and Executive Committee Chair of the 
NYSDC, Reich is a well-connected lawyer in the 
Queens political machine, ditto for Sweeney, and 
Robert Zimmerman is a communications 
professional and really, really rich. 
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It seems possible that there will be some 
adjustments now that there have been some 
electoral changes in Albany – such as Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, the Majority Leader of the State 
Senate should be added, and could conceivably 
replace Cook. But the two rich white guys from 
Queens (really, from Long Island, where they live 
and work) Reich and Sweeney, have to go. They 
were – and still are – part of the Queens machine 
that was run by former Congressman Joe Crowley, 
the former Queens County Leader. He was beaten 
by Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez, and speaking of her, 
Congresswoman AOC would be an ideal person to 
put on the DNC as a new progressive perspective, 
in addition to adding some needed Latina 
representation on the slate. Assemblywoman Yuh-
Line Niou would be another good choice and lefty 
voice, and would also provide some needed 
representation from the Asian-American community 
on the DNC as well. Mayor Lovely Warren of 
Rochester and Crystal Peoples-Stokes, an 
Assemblywoman from Buffalo, both African-
American women, are two more options, providing 
racial, gender and geographic diversity as well.  

In fact, if you broaden the criteria beyond being 
from downstate and Long Island, with occasional 
token representation from upstate NY, you could 
include a wide selection of people across many 
regions, backgrounds, perspectives and 
experience. Will we get a chance? If we were to 
have a meeting in public, in person, we might – the 
Progressive Caucus of the State Committee (a 
group that I am a co-founder and officer) has in the 
past had some success motivating the Democratic 
Party to do the right thing through exposure, 
outrage and media attention. But with everything 
happening on a Zoom call that will be controlled by 
the Governor’s representatives, I am wary of being 
able to make much change. While the meeting will 
be public, who speaks will be tightly reined. There 
is little chance of making a lot of noise if we are 
literally “muted” on screen. I am still hopeful though. 
The recent victories of the left in Democratic 
primaries has given Progressives renewed vigor, 
and we may be able to exert enough pressure 
before the meeting to force some changes. I 
shall keep you all apprised as this story 
unfolds.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

Open Positions 
 Corresponding Secretary 

 One Steering Committee slot 
 

Candidates 
 Corresponding Secretary 

Candidate: Dan Zweig 
Longstanding member of Steering 
Committee, past Treasurer 

 
 

 Opening on Steering Committee if Dan 
Zweig is elected to position of 
Corresponding Secretary 
Candidate: Allison Downing 

 
I moved to New York with my husband in 
1996, and have been here most of the time 
since then, with more than 12 of those years 
on the Upper West Side. My local non-
political volunteering includes helping start 
and run the Friends of P.S. 163, a 501(c)(3) 
organization fundraising for my son's K-5 
school, being on the Vestry (board of 
directors) of my church, St. Michael's (with a 
stint as head of the Stewardship Committee 
there for a few years), and being on my 
coop's board for five years. Professionally, I 
was a municipal finance lawyer for several 
years (1996-2000, then 2006-2010), I 
started and ran a small online business for 
four years, and I co-founded both a small 
business and a PAC devoted to helping 
elect women and people of color to the New 
York State legislature (we closed down 
when my two co-founders went to work for 
one of the candidates we helped elect to the 
State Senate). In January 2017, I co-
founded and now help run Indivisible 
Harlem, an active activist community 
committed to forwarding progressive people 
and policies. 

 

 

Stay in touch and find out more at 
www.broadwaydemocrats.org 

or 

facebook.com/groups/BroadwayDemocrats/ 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

June Forum Via Zoom 

Thursday, June 11th    Start: 7:00 p.m.  

NOTE: Access details will be sent out and instruction on using Zoom will be available.  
 


